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   Welcome to the opening concert of COSMIC’s 28th season. What an amazing
season we had last year with your financial and concert support! We doubled our
audience and social media engagement increased by over 300%. We are pleased
to present A COSMIC Homecoming featuring one of COSMIC’s own and the
2009 Young Artist Competition winner in our new home, the Nancy R. and
Norton T. Dodge Performing Arts Center!
   Special thanks to the COSMIC Symphony Board of Directors for their support
this summer in grant submissions, sending private and corporate sponsorship
requests, and researching and securing venues for our practices and performances.
   Many thanks to Mindy Striep for volunteering her design talents to our posters,
program, and social media accounts and many thanks to you for coming out to our
concerts and supporting us with your generous donations!
   Enjoy the performance and be sure to “Like” us on Facebook and “Follow” us
on Instagram. Please help spread the word about COSMIC Symphony, Southern
Maryland’s only community orchestra! COSMIC Symphony is your community
orchestra, and your support is overwhelming!

Musically yours, 

Karen Roberts
President, COSMIC Symphony

  Welcome to the COSMIC Symphony's 2023 October concert, "A COSMIC
Homecoming." We are truly honored by your presence this afternoon.
   In keeping with tradition, our first half features the enchanting COSMIC flute
choir. Their music sets the stage for the emotional journey we embark upon
tonight. We begin this with the Four Dance Episodes from Aaron Copland's
iconic Rodeo. Copland, synonymous with American music, pioneered the
"American sound" in orchestral music, a sonic reflection of our shared identity,
making this performance a musical homecoming.
   The second half showcases the remarkable Julia Henderson, a Southern
Maryland native and former COSMIC Symphony member. Julia's return to our
stage to perform Dvořák’s  Cello Concerto beautifully embodies the essence of
our concert's title.
   Thank you for joining us on this musical journey, celebrating the spirit of
"Homecoming."

Sincerely,

William Esterling III
Music Director, COSMIC Symphony

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=570671288&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1016US1016&q=Anton%C3%ADn+Dvo%C5%99%C3%A1k&si=ALGXSlZS0YT-iRe81F2cKC9lM9KWTK4y0m5Atx8g9YliNNw2meebuHslWgQsPnnMJpTJsM5uLip1Qc5cJT5TVcU4rJCbKumIVqdGKSTkNNSycp0nTGPsA4Qdko22l9spbGROf6lluF5380eEJDSDJgFLNmsV0PHGj2vPYu3Vh7T0ce0A4ElaIMepTHYiMQn1sB5o6pv-AGi0UvrFXTSTVVHMYUDELHoVIw%3D%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwicga70ytyBAxWyEVkFHbAXD64QmxMoAHoECBcQAg


P R O G R A M
COSMIC Flute Choir

Sakura-Sakura                                                                      Traditional Japanese
                                                                                                      arr. Melanie Thorne

Trio for Three Flutes, Opus 59             Alexander Tcherepnin (1899 - 1977)
      1. Prelude
      2. Scherzo
      3. Reverie
      4. Dance

COSMIC Symphony
Rodeo                                                                          Aaron Copland (1900 - 1990)
      Buckaroo Holiday                                                                                                            
      Corral Nocturne
      Saturday Night Waltz
      Hoedown

Intermission

Cello Concerto in B minor                                  Antonín Dvořák (1873 - 1904)

   This program is approximately two hours in length.

Please observe the below Performance Space Policies:
No food, drink, gum, or tobacco products are permitted without the
consent of the Director of Production and Events.
Flash photography during performances is prohibited.
No video or audio recording of events without the expressed permission
of the performers.
Do not place your feet on the seat in front of you.
Silence all electronic devices.
Please remove disruptive/noisy children from the performance. 
Events will be broadcasted in the lobby for those who must leave the
auditorium.

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=570671288&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1016US1016&q=Anton%C3%ADn+Dvo%C5%99%C3%A1k&si=ALGXSlZS0YT-iRe81F2cKC9lM9KWTK4y0m5Atx8g9YliNNw2meebuHslWgQsPnnMJpTJsM5uLip1Qc5cJT5TVcU4rJCbKumIVqdGKSTkNNSycp0nTGPsA4Qdko22l9spbGROf6lluF5380eEJDSDJgFLNmsV0PHGj2vPYu3Vh7T0ce0A4ElaIMepTHYiMQn1sB5o6pv-AGi0UvrFXTSTVVHMYUDELHoVIw%3D%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwicga70ytyBAxWyEVkFHbAXD64QmxMoAHoECBcQAg


Sakura-Sakura is a traditional Japanese folksong which dates
back to the Edo period in Japanese history (1603-1868). The
translation of the title is Cherry blossoms, cherry blossoms. The
tune uses a pentatonic scale known as the “in scale” which
could be described in western music terms as the Phrygian
minor or Phrygian major mode with the third and seventh notes
omitted. This melody of Sakura-Sakura is very well-known
and, in addition to being sung and played as a folk song, has
been used by many different kinds of people for the basis of
their own musical compositions. One might hear this familiar
tune in a concert hall or in a movie theater or in a video game.

Trio for Three Flutes, Opus 59, is a four movement
composition written in 1939 by the Russian-born pianist and
composer Alexander Tcherepnin (1899-1977). He lived in
Russia, Georgia, and France before moving to the United States
in 1948. Between 1934-1937, Alexander made extended visits
to China and Japan. The Trio for Three Flutes is not one of his
most well-known works but it is definitely fun to play. The
Chinese/Japanese influence can easily be heard in the melodies
and harmonies, and the use of rhythmic patterns can be
appreciated in several of the movements.

FLUTE CHOIR SELECTIONS

PROGRAM NOTES



COPLAND
PROGRAM NOTES

   Aaron Copland (November 14, 1900 –
December 2, 1990) was an American composer,
composition teacher, writer, and later a conductor
of his own and other American music. Copland
was referred to by his peers and critics as the
"Dean of American Composers". The open, slowly
changing harmonies in much of his music are
typical of what many people consider to be the
sound of American music, evoking the vast
American landscape and pioneer spirit. He is best
known for the works he wrote in the 1930s and
1940s in a deliberately accessible style often
referred to as "populist.” Works in this vein
include the ballets Appalachian Spring, Billy the
Kid and Rodeo, his Fanfare for the Common Man
and Third Symphony. In addition to his ballets and
orchestral works, he produced music in many
other genres, including chamber music, vocal
works, opera and film scores.
   The 1940s were arguably Copland's most productive years, and cemented his worldwide
fame. His ballet scores for Rodeo (1942) and Appalachian Spring (1944) were huge
successes. The original ballet of Rodeo was choreographed by Agnes de Mille. The
choreographer chose Aaron Copland as the composer after being impressed by his previous
ballet, Billy the Kid. Though Copland was initially reluctant to compose "another Cowboy
ballet," De Mille persuaded him that this show would mark a significant departure from his
previous work. De Mille herself played the lead, and the premiere at the Metropolitan Opera
House on 16 October 1942 received 22 curtain calls. Though de Mille herself was not
entirely pleased with the premiere, it was attended by Rodgers and Hammerstein, who
approached de Mille afterward to request that she choreograph their upcoming production of
Oklahoma!
     Copland arranged the music as a symphonic suite for orchestra titled Four Dance
Episodes from Rodeo, which consisted chiefly of removing "Ranch House Party" and minor
adjustments to the final two sections. With the middle section removed, the composition
resembled the symphonic form with an ambitious opening movement, slow movement,
minuet and finale. In this form, Rodeo found even greater success, premiering at the Boston
Pops in 1943. Source: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aaron_Copland



PROGRAM NOTES
DVOŘÁK 
   Antonín Leopold Dvořák (8 September 1841 – 1
May 1904) A Czech composer, Dvořák frequently
employed rhythms and other aspects of the folk
music of Bohemia and his native Moravia.
Dvořák's style has been described as "the fullest
recreation of a national idiom with that of the
symphonic tradition, absorbing folk influences and
finding effective ways of using them."
   Dvořák displayed his musical gifts at an early
age as violin student from age six. The first public
performances of his works were in Prague in 1872.
In 1892, Dvořák moved to the United States and
became the director of the National Conservatory
of Music of America in New York City. While in
the United States, Dvořák wrote his two most successful orchestral works: the Symphony
From the New World, which spread his reputation worldwide, and his Cello Concerto, one
of the most highly regarded of all cello concerti.
   The Cello Concerto in B minor, Op. 104, B. 191, is Dvořák's last solo concerto. It was
written in 1894 for his friend, the cellist Hanuš Wihan, and premiered in London on March
19, 1896. Hanuš Wihan, among others, had asked for a cello concerto for quite some time,
but Dvořák always refused, stating that the cello was a fine orchestral instrument but totally
insufficient for a solo concerto. According to Josef Michl, Dvořák was fond of the middle
register, but complained about a nasal high register and a mumbling bass. In a letter to a
friend, Dvořák wrote that he himself was probably most surprised by his decision to write a
cello concerto despite these long-held reservations.
   Dvořák wrote the concerto while in New York City for his third term as the Director of the
National Conservatory. In May 1894, one of the teachers at the Conservatory, Victor
Herbert, also a composer, finished his Cello Concerto No. 2 in E minor, Op. 30, and
premiered it in a series of concerts. Dvořák heard at least two performances of the piece and
was inspired to fulfill Wihan's request in composing a cello concerto of his own. Herbert had
been principal cellist in the orchestra that premiered Dvořák's "New World" Symphony in
December 1893. Herbert's middle movement was in B minor, which may have inspired
Dvořák to write his concerto in the same key. It was started in November 1894 and
completed in February 1895.

Source: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonín_Dvořák

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=570671288&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1016US1016&q=Anton%C3%ADn+Dvo%C5%99%C3%A1k&si=ALGXSlZS0YT-iRe81F2cKC9lM9KWTK4y0m5Atx8g9YliNNw2meebuHslWgQsPnnMJpTJsM5uLip1Qc5cJT5TVcU4rJCbKumIVqdGKSTkNNSycp0nTGPsA4Qdko22l9spbGROf6lluF5380eEJDSDJgFLNmsV0PHGj2vPYu3Vh7T0ce0A4ElaIMepTHYiMQn1sB5o6pv-AGi0UvrFXTSTVVHMYUDELHoVIw%3D%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwicga70ytyBAxWyEVkFHbAXD64QmxMoAHoECBcQAg


M U S I C  D I R E C T O R :
W i l l i a m  E s t e r l i n g  I I I

     His dedication to his craft didn't stop there, as he continued his studies and achieved a Master's degree

in Conducting from the Catholic University of America.

     Throughout his career, Will Esterling has held several key roles in the world of music. He served as the

assistant conductor to the New Orchestra of Washington (NOW), contributing to the orchestra's artistic

vision and musical excellence. Additionally, he brought his talents and expertise to the Maryland Classic

Youth Orchestra (MCYO) as their assistant conductor.

     As the Pep Band Director at American University, Will's leadership and musical direction added an

electrifying dimension to campus life. He also assumed the role of Coordinator for the Winds Department

at the Levine Community Music School, where he guided and inspired young musicians to reach their full

potential.

     Currently, Will serves as a trombonist with the 287th Army Band of the Delaware National Guard, where

he continues to share his musical talents and dedication to service. His educational journey brought him

to Tyler Elementary in SE Washington, DC, where he teaches music, shaping the next generation of

musicians.

      Will Esterling's life is defined by his mission to serve people through music, both as an educator and

performer. His commitment to music education and his passion for performing have touched the lives of

many, making him a respected figure in the musical community.

     Will Esterling, a native of Wilmington, Delaware, is a passionate

and dedicated music director, educator, and trombonist who has

spent his life immersed in the world of music. His journey from a

supportive musical upbringing to becoming the Music Director of the

COSMIC Symphony is a testament to his unwavering commitment to

the art of music.

     Born and raised in Wilmington, Delaware, Will Esterling was

fortunate to grow up in a household that encouraged and celebrated

music. His journey as a musician began in the fourth grade when he

picked up the trombone. This early connection to music sparked a

lifelong passion that would define his career.

     Will's educational journey led him to pursue music at a higher

level. He earned a Bachelor's degree in Music from Ithaca College,

where he majored in Music Education and Trombone Performance.

     Will's journey has been enriched by the

guidance of notable mentors, including Marin

Alsop, Murry Sidlin, James Ross, and Simeone

Tartaglione. These influential figures have helped

shape his understanding of music and

conducting.

 An advocate for modern music and progressive

programming, Will Esterling is dedicated to

expanding the horizons of musical exploration

and ensuring that the art form continues to

evolve.

    Will Esterling's journey from a supportive
home in Delaware to the role of Music Director of the COSMIC Symphony is a testament to his

unwavering dedication, musical prowess, and passion for educating and inspiring others through music.

His life's work is a harmonious fusion of artistic expression and community service, making him a

dynamic force in the world of music.



F E A T U R I N G  A W A R D - W I N N I N G  C E L L I S T :

J u l i a  H e n d e r s o n
Recent performances have found

cellist Julia Henderson at Disney Hall,

National Sawdust, Bargemusic, Jazz at

Lincoln Center, MoMA PS1, and

elsewhere. A native of Leonardtown,

MD, Julia is a member of the New

Haven Symphony and the Sarasota

Opera Orchestra, and is a founding

member of chamber ensemble

Desdemona. With Desdemona, she has

premiered and recorded numerous new

works and collaborated with classical,
pop, and jazz artists. Julia tours regularly throughout the United States

with chamber music theater group Core Ensemble, and is a frequent guest

with the acclaimed, “genre-bending” Warp Trio. In addition to performing,

she currently teaches at the Trinity School in NYC, and Point Counterpoint

and Envision summer festivals. Julia holds degrees from Oberlin

Conservatory and the Juilliard School.

COSMIC FLUTE CHOIR
Jennifer Anderson
Carrie Cooper
Sara Espinosa
Linda Henry

Macy McCombs
Kristen Moore
Debbie Patterson
Nicole Thompson



Oboes
Karen Roberts, principal

Janet Gross

Clarinets
Tony Avak, principal

Takako Mato

David Schug

Bassoons
Benjamin Henry, principal

Rebecca Moore

Horns
Steve Woods, principal

Stefie Bartley

Skylar Schirtzinger

Nicole Thompson

Trumpets
David Roan, principal

Leigh DePiazza

Ross Thompson

Trombones
Greg Wallace, principal

Tyler Hutchinson

Percussion
Kevin Stevens, principal

Blaine Becker

Michael Waby

Keyboard
Tom Anderson, principal

First Violins
David Kung, concertmaster

Kaitlin Rose, asst. concertmaster

Allison Frere

Marcia Van Gemert

Gianna Heisey

Jane Liang

Ginny Norris

Darren Sakai

Second Violins
Carolyn Graessle, principal

Maria Heisey

Jerry Mobley

Alan Newhouse

Pierre Petitjean

Jacqueline Sickle

Violas
Holly Gutierrez, principal

Tristan Moore

Kori Olszewski

Aarav Sharma

Mindy Striep

Cellos
Stephanie Gleason, principal

Innes Borstel

Kathleen Hiner

Leroy Mrozowski

Basses
Bill Hones, principal

Kasey Ferm

Patricia Lafferty

Flutes
Linda Henry, principal

Carrie Cooper

Macy McCombs

COSMIC SYMPHONY



SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MARQUEE
AND CONCERTO SPONSORS!

This award was made possible in
part by a grant from the St. Mary's

County Arts Council, and the
Maryland State Arts Council.

Want your organization’s logo
featured on all COSMIC media?
Join the Marquee sponsorship

level or above and support
COSMIC’s mission to bring music

to your community!

Concerto Sponsors
Corporate Support
Arts Council of Calvert County

Naval Systems Inc
Maryland State Arts Council

St. Mary's County Arts Council
St. Mary's County Government

Zenetex

Marquee Sponsors
Corporate Support

BHE GT&S, LLC
Shore United Bank

Joey A. Miller Foundation, Inc.
Lexington Park Dentistry
Consulting Spalding, Inc.

Holland America Line

Overture Sponsors
Corporate Support

By the Sea Travel LLC
Wesbanco

Joey A. Miller FoundationJoey A. Miller Foundation



OUR DONORS!WE
Concerto Donors Individual Support

Frank & Christina Allen • Kathy Glockner • Tami Graf • Patricia Gray • Mindy Striep

Support COSMIC at cosmicsymphony.org/donate

Overture Donors Individual Support

Gerry Adams
Joe Allen
Tony Avak
Stefanie Bartley
Sue Ann Blackwell
Shannon Boone
Innes Borstel
Amy & Brian Boswell
Andrew Bove
Kimberly Briscoe
Steven Brittin
Mary Beth & Charles Brown
Rich Buttigieg
Pamela & George Callen
Gene & Sally Carter
Ed & Karen Chambers
Jo Anne Choporis &
Mary Choporis Russell
Bill & Raquel Chubb
Gennie & Phil Cronan
Kathy Daniel
David & Helen Didion
Virginia Diehm
Ruth Grover Dixon
Mark Edmondson
Amy Ertter
Monica & William Esterling
Cindy Norris & James Fenwick
Richard Findley
Elaine & Mike Fry
Jose Gines & Joanne Valden
Eliot Margarete Girsang

Jason Gousy
Grant & Carolyn Graessle
Susan Grant
Bonnie Green
Francis & Patricia Greenwell
Phoebe Griffitts
Janet Gross
Melanie Guy
Karen Heath
Bridget Heidelbach
Nicole Heisey
Amy Henderson
Judith Hinds
Tom Hodges
Phil Hopko
Sara Houde
Dorothy Howe
Eun Hwang
Nimesh Khatri
John & Claudia Knowlton
Sonja Kung
Trudy & William Lawyer
Sandra Leitner
Cecelia Lewis
Maggie & Dong Liang
Barbara Lorton
Mike Lynch
Patricia Malatesta
Lowell Martin
George & 
Elizabeth Matthews
Matthew &
Margaret Menard 

Boris Naydich
Alan Newhouse
Jackie Nolan
Donald & Penelope Norris
Ginny Norris
Thomas Oakley
Kori Olszewski
Hiller Orav
James Osterhouse
Jerry Phifer
John Pope
David and Marci Roan
Karen & Joe Roberts
Jimmy Rose
Gary Rue
Richard & Mary Russell
Polly Rustin
Roberts Sheranko
Patricia Smith
Michael Snapp
Krista Spalding
Richard & Linda Stattel
Barbra Steinhurst
Stephanie Stevens
Robert Tribble
Marcia van Gemert
Carole Vanwie
Fred & Jackie Victor
Randi Vogt
The David Williams Family
Gina Yingling

Sonata Donors Individual Support
Karen Abrams • Mary Baldo • Nancy Gould • Michael Judd



Overture Sponsor ($250 - $499)
Marquee Sponsor* ($500 - $999)

Concerto Sponsor ($1000 - $4999)
Maestro's Circle ($5000+)

*Marquee Sponsors and above will have their
logo included on all COSMIC media

HOW TO SUPPORT
Corporate Donation Tiers

Scan this QR code to donate via PayPal or visit
www.cosmicsymphony.org/donate

Leave us a Review on Facebook!

Your feedback is

very important

to us!

Individual Donation Tiers
Overture Donor ($25 - $49)
Sonata Donor ($50 - $999)

Concerto Donor ($1000 - $4999)
Maestro's Circle ($5000+)

Want to set up a recurring donation?
Set it and forget it with Givebutter!

www.givebutter.com/donatecosmic



FOLLOW COSMIC ON
SOCIAL MEDIA!

COSMIC Symphony

@cosmic.symphony

Join our
email list!

COSMIC Symphony Orchestra

Be the first to hear details about what’s
on the horizon for COSMIC Symphony!

Word of mouth is our best advertisement!
If you liked what you heard here today, 

tell a friend!



ONLINE
AUCTION

ITEMS INCLUDE:

OPENS
NOV
1ST

2023

Gift cards from local businesses &

restaurants

Original artwork

Cruise for two

...AND MORE!

PROCEEDS

SUPPORT

COSMIC

SYMPHONY

GIVEBUTTER.COM/C/COSMICAUCTION



Save the Dates!

FAMILY/YOUNG ARTIST CONCERT
Mar. 2, 2024, 3:00pm - SMCM Dodge PAC, St. Mary’s City, MD

Mar. 3, 2024, 3:00p, - Southern High School, Harwood, MD

HOLIDAY CONCERT
Dec. 9, 2023, 3:00pm - SMCM Dodge PAC, St, Mary’s City, MD

Dec. 10, 2023, 3:00pm, - Patuxent High School, Lusby, MD

SEASON FINALE
May 4 2024, 3:00pm - SMCM Dodge PAC, St. Mary’s City, MD

May 5, 2024, 3:00pm, - Patuxent High School, Lusby, MD

Rehearsals: Tuesdays 6:30 - 9:00 PM from September to May.

Showcase your talent and grow with an amazing group of
musicians in your community!

We are currently in need of strings! All experienced musicians
welcome to audition.

Questions? Email orchestra@cosmicsymphony.org or visit
cosmicsymphony.org/new-members/

Play a String Instrument?
Join COSMIC Symphony!



Daydreams
WINTER

Saturday, December 9, 2023 @ 3:00pm
Nancy R. & Norton T. Dodge Performing Arts Center

St. Mary's College of Maryland
47855 College Dr. St. Mary's City, MD

Sunday, December 10, 2023 @ 3:00pm
Patuxent High School 

12485 Southern Connector Blvd. Lusby, MD

COSMIC Symphony Presents

Directed by William F. Esterling III

Free Concert; 
Donations Welcome!

This award was made possible in
part by a grant from the St.

Mary's County Arts Council, and
the Maryland State Arts Council.


