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FOLLOW COSMIC ON
SOCIAL MEDIA!

Be the first to hear details about what’s on the
horizon for COSMIC Symphony!

ﬁ COSMIC Symphony

O @cosmic.symphon
y y

u COSMIC Symphony Orchestra

4= Join our email list!

Word of mouth is our best advertisement!
If you liked what you heard here today,
tell a friend! d

KB

PLEASE OBSERVE THE BELOW PERFORMANCE SPACE POLICIES:

® NO FOOD, DRINK, GUM, OR TOBACCO PRODUCTS ARE PERMITTED WITHOUT THE
CONSENT OF THE DIRECTOR OF PRODUCTION AND EVENTS.

® FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY DURING PERFORMANCES IS PROHIBITED.

® NO VIDEO OR AUDIO RECORDING OF EVENTS WITHOUT THE EXPRESSED PERMISSION
OF THE PERFORMERS.

® DO NOT PLACE YOUR FEET ON THE SEAT IN FRONT OF YOU.

® SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.

® PLEASE REMOVE DISRUPTIVE/NOISY CHILDREN FROM THE PERFORMANCE.

® FEVENTS WILL BE BROADCASTED IN THE LOBBY FOR THOSE WHO MUST LEAVE THE
AUDITORIUM.
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LOCAL TALENT - UNIVERSAL APPEAL

We are thrilled to present our family concert, Rebirth, and our incredibly talented 2024
Young Artist Competition Junior and Senior Division Winners. It was a difficult decision to
choose just two winners as the judges had to narrow their choice down from 12 fantastic
entrants.

The application, details, and rules for the 2025 Young Artist Competition will be available
on our website beginning April 1, 2024, and can be found at
https://cosmicsymphony.org/young-artists/. If you know someone that would like to audition,
please tell them about this wonderful opportunity!

Our family concert provides the opportunity to reach out to the younger members of our
community and to help children and young adults become lifelong music lovers. Our youth
deserve the opportunity to hear quality classical music in their own community, without
spending an arm and a leg to attend. Thank you for your continued monetary support that
allows us to offer our concerts free of charge!

As always, we are thankful to our many volunteers from our stage crew and other
volunteers that arrive early to set up our practice and concert spaces and our front and back of-
the-house support. Many thanks to the COSMIC Symphony Board of Directors for fundraising
support and managing the day-to-day operations. Mindy Striep, as always, has blown us away
with her fabulous graphics and program design!

Enjoy the performance and be sure to follow us on Facebook and Instagram. Please help us
spread the word about COSMIC Symphony, YOUR Southern Maryland community orchestra!

Musically yours,

Karen Roberts,
President, COSMIC Symphony
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Welcome to an evening of musical rejuvenation with the COSMIC Symphony! As we
gather to celebrate the theme of "rebirth," we invite you to embark on a journey of renewal
and discovery through the language of music.

Our concert begins with Aaron Copland's invigorating An Outdoor Overture, a tribute to
the awakening of nature and the adventures that await us in the great outdoors.

Highlighting our evening are the performances of our talented Young Artist Competition
winners. While one showcases their exceptional talent in the emotive strains of Bloch's Nigun,
the other brings to life the enchanting melodies of Carl Maria von Weber's Clarinet
Concertino. Through their interpretations, we witness the beauty of diversity and the
universality of music's language.

We continue our journey with Beethoven's timeless Pastoral Symphony, a vivid portrayal
of the beauty and vitality of the natural world. Together, let us revel in the transformative
power of music and embrace the spirit of renewal that surrounds us.

Thank you for joining us on this musical odyssey. Let's make tonight a celebration of life,
growth, and the enduring power of artistic expression.

Warm regards,

Will Esterling
Music Director, COSMIC Symphony
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PROGRAM

COSMIC Flute Choir

Morning Mood from Peer Gynt, Suite No. 1 Edvard Grieg (1843 - 1907)
arr. Shaul Ben-Meir

Ballet of the Unhatched Chicks Modest Mussorgsky (1839 - 1881)
from Pictures at an Exhibition arr. Matt Johnston
Borealis Alexandra Molnar-Suhajda (b. 1975)

COSMIC Symphony

Outdoor Overture Aaron Copland (1900 - 1990)

Nigun Ernest Bloch (1880 - 1959)
from Baal Shem

Concertino in E Flat Major, Op. 26 Carl Maria von Weber (1786 - 1826)
INTERMISSION
Symphony No. 6, Pastoral Ludwig van Beethoven (1770 - 1827)

This program is approximately two hours in length.



PROGRAM NOTES

FLUTE CHOIR SELECTIONS

Morning Mood from Peer Gynt, Suite No. 1 was composed by Edvard
Grieg, a Norwegian composer. It was originally part of Peer Gynt, Op. 23,
which is incidental music to Henrik Ibsen’s 1867 play Peer Gynt. It
premiered along with the play on February 24,1876 in Christiania which is
now Oslo. Eight pieces were selected by Grieg from Peer Gynt, Op. 23,
and made into two suites each consisting of four of these pieces. Morning

Mood was originally the prelude to Act IV of the play.

Ballet of the Unhatched Chicks from Pictures at an Exhibition was
composed by Modest Mussorgsky, a Russian composer, in 1874. Pictures
at an Exhibition was originally a cycle of piano pieces which used sound to
describe different paintings. Ballet of the Unhatched Chicks was inspired
by a painting of the same name by Mussorgsky’s talented friend Viktor
Hartmann. This piece represents the determination of baby chicks to peck
their way out of their shells. In 1922, Maurice Ravel orchestrated the entire

piano cycle.

Borealis was composed in 2020 by Alexandra Molnar-Suhajda who is also
a flutist and an harpist. She received her Bachelor in Music Composition
degree from George Mason University. She has been commissioned to
write works for groups such as the National Flute Association. Borealis
was originally written for a flute choir performance at the Mid-Atlantic
Flute Festival in 2020 and refers to the aurora borealis or northern (or
southern) lights which are natural light displays that are seen in the earth’s
atmosphere usually in high-latitude regions (around the Arctic or
Antarctic). The displays can appear as brilliant patterns of light in the
nighttime sky.



PROGRAM NOTES

COPLAND

Aaron Copland (November 14, 1900 — December
2, 1990) was an American composer, composition
teacher, writer, and later a conductor of his own and
other American music. Copland was referred to by
his peers and critics as the "Dean of American
Composers". The open, slowly changing harmonies
in much of his music are typical of what many people
consider to be the sound of American music, evoking
the vast American landscape and pioneer spirit.

Composing for young performers was always
close to Copland's heart, so in 1938 he accepted the
commission for a large orchestra piece from the High
School of Music and Art in New York City. Copland
wanted to play a role in introducing good
contemporary American music to young players, so

he composed "An Outdoor Overture" for them.

BLOCH

Ernest Bloch (July 24, 1880 — July 15, 1959) was a
Swiss-born American composer. Bloch was a
preeminent artist in his day and left a lasting legacy. He
is recognized as one of the greatest Swiss composers in
history. As well as producing musical scores, Bloch had
an academic career that culminated in his recognition as
Professor Emeritus at the University of California,
Berkeley in 1952.

Bloch's compositions - in particular the Suite
hébraique for viola and orchestra, Baal Shem for violin
and piano (later orchestrated) and Schelomo for cello
and orchestra - often reflect his Jewish heritage. Bloch's
father had at one stage intended to become a rabbi, and
the young Ernest had a strong religious upbringing; as
an adult he felt that to write music that expressed his
Jewish identity was “the only way in which I can

produce music of vitality and significance.”




PROGRAM NOTES

VON WEBER

Carl Maria Friedrich Ernst von Weber (November 18,
1786 —June 5, 1826) was a German composer, conductor,
virtuoso pianist, guitarist, and critic of the early Romantic
period. Best known for his operas, he also wrote non-
operatic music, including symphonies, concertos, and
many pieces featuring the clarinet, usually written for the
virtuoso clarinetist Heinrich Barmann.

Weber wrote his Concertino for Clarinet in E-flat major,
Op. 26 in 1811 in three days. The work, in one movement,
is in a theme and variations form. Barmann learned the
work in three days and the command performance took
place two days later.

After suffering from tuberculosis, he died in his sleep
during the night on June 5, 1826, at the home of his good
friend and host Sir George Smart; he was 39 years old. He
was buried in London but eighteen years later, in
December 1844, his remains were transferred to the family

burial plot in the Old Catholic Cemetery in Dresden at the
side of his youngest son Alexander who had died of

BEETHOVEN

Ludwig van Beethoven (December 17, 1770 —-March
26, 1827) was a German composer and pianist and is one

measles at age 19.

of the most revered figures in the history of Western
music; his works rank among the most performed of the
classical music repertoire and span the transition from the
Classical period to the Romantic era in classical music.

The Symphony No. 6 in F major, Op. 68, also known
as the Pastoral Symphony, was composed in 1808 before
Beethoven had become almost completely deaf in 1814.
The composer said that the Sixth Symphony is "more the
expression of feeling than painting". Translated from the
original German, the five movements of the symphony are
titled: “Awakening of cheerful feelings on arrival in the
countryside,” “Scene by the brook,” “Merry gathering of
country folk,” “Thunder, storm,” and “Shepherd's song.
Cheerful and thankful feelings after the storm.”




MUSIC DIRECTOR:
William Esterling III

Will Esterling, a native of Wilmington, Delaware, is a passionate
and dedicated music director, educator, and trombonist who has
spent his life immersed in the world of music. His journey from a
supportive musical upbringing to becoming the Music Director of the
COSMIC Symphony is a testament to his unwavering commitment to
the art of music.

Born and raised in Wilmington, Delaware, Will Esterling was
fortunate to grow up in a household that encouraged and celebrated
music. His journey as a musician began in the fourth grade when he
picked up the trombone. This early connection to music sparked a
lifelong passion that would define his career.

Will's educational journey led him to pursue music at a higher
level. He earned a Bachelor's degree in Music from Ithaca College,
where he majored in Music Education and Trombone Performance.

His dedication to his craft didn't stop there, as he continued his studies and achieved a Master's degree
in Conducting from the Catholic University of America.

Throughout his career, Will Esterling has held several key roles in the world of music. He served as the
assistant conductor to the New Orchestra of Washington (NOW), contributing to the orchestra's artistic
vision and musical excellence. Additionally, he brought his talents and expertise to the Maryland Classic
Youth Orchestra (MCYO) as their assistant conductor.

As the Pep Band Director at American University, Will's leadership and musical direction added an
electrifying dimension to campus life. He also assumed the role of Coordinator for the Winds Department
at the Levine Community Music School, where he guided and inspired young musicians to reach their full
potential.

Currently, Will serves as a trombonist with the 287th Army Band of the Delaware National Guard, where
he continues to share his musical talents and dedication to service. His educational journey brought him
to Tyler Elementary in SE Washington, DC, where he teaches music, shaping the next generation of
musicians.

Will Esterling's life is defined by his mission to serve people through music, both as an educator and
performer. His commitment to music education and his passion for performing have touched the lives of
many, making him a respected figure in the musical community.

Will's journey has been enriched by the
guidance of notable mentors, including Marin
Alsop, Murry Sidlin, James Ross, and Simeone
Tartaglione. These influential figures have helped
shape his understanding of music and
conducting.

An advocate for modern music and progressive
programming, Will Esterling is dedicated to
expanding the horizons of musical exploration
and ensuring that the art form continues to
evolve.

Will Esterling's journey from a supportive
home in Delaware to the role of Music Director of the COSMIC Symphony is a testament to his
unwavering dedication, musical prowess, and passion for educating and inspiring others through music.
His life's work is a harmonious fusion of artistic expression and community service, making him a
dynamic force in the world of music.



2023 YOUNG ARTIST
COMPETITION WINNERS

JUNIOR DIVISION: Esther Bonney

g Esther Bonney, a high school junior, began

. playing violin at 10 and has served as the
Concertmaster of the Charles County Youth
Orchestra (CCYO) since 2022. She's a member of the
Maryland Classic Youth Orchestra and the National
Symphony Orchestra (NSO) Youth Fellowship
Program at the Kennedy Center, studying under
Angelia Cho of the NSO. Esther has performed on
the Kennedy Center's Millennium Stage, at the finals
of the Misbin Chamber Competition at the Levine
School of Music, as a soloist with CCYO, and has
made numerous appearances on the Charles
County Arts Alliance's Friday Night Concert Series
and CCYO's Secret Garden Concert Series. Esther
also teaches violin and piano to elementary
students. Outside of music, Esther enjoys caring for
her five goats and supporting local farmers and
biodiversity through her nonprofit, Nurture Natives.

SENIOR DIVISION: Steven Toth

A Maryland native, Steven Toth is a recent
alumnus of Towson University, where he earned a
Bachelor of Music in Clarinet Performance. During
his time at TU, he studied under several Premier
Band clarinetists in our Armed Forces. In addition to

performing in several university ensembles, he also
performed as a substitute musician with the
Columbia Orchestra. Most notably, Steven became
the first Hispanic concertmaster of the Wind
Ensemble while graduating with academic honors.

Since completing his studies, Steven performs
with the Towson Wind Symphony and the
Londontowne Symphony Orchestra. Moreover, he
continues to expand upon his pedagogical
philosophy as a private clarinet teacher at
Northwestern High School.
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All experienced
musicians
welcome to
audition!

PLAY. AN INSTRUMENT?
JOIN COSMIC

SYMPHONY!

REHEARSALS: TUESDAYS, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
FROM SEPTEMBER TO MAY

,/' -

IN LUSBY, MD

Showcase your talent and grow with an amazing
group of musicians in your community!

QUESTIONS? EMAIL ORCHESTRA@COSMICSYMPHONY.ORG
OR VISIT COSMICSYMPHONY.ORG/NEW-MEMBERS/



SOUNDS OF

THE SCREEN

FEATURING LISA HARMAN

Join us for the free

COSMIC Symphony Season Finale,
Sounds of the Screen, as we
perform hits from your favorite
films, including Titanic, James
Bond, and more, with
international vocalist

Lisa Harman!

See back of program for details.

Scan the QR code to view some of
Lisa’s past performances! —>

SEASON
FINALE
PREVIEW
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COSMIC FLUTE CHOIR

Piccolo Bass Flute

Carrie Cooper Christa Benner
Alto Flute Contrabass Flute
Linda Henry Patty Lafferty

C Flute

Jennifer Anderson
Carrie Cooper
Sara Espinosa
Elizabeth Harvey
Faith Mason

Macy McCombs
Kristen Moore
Debbie Patterson
Holly Thompson



COSMIC SYMPHONY

First Violins

David Kung, concertmaster

Kaitlin Rose, assoc. concertmaster
Alex Dean

Allison Frere

Marcia Van Gemert

Jane Liang

Ginny Norris

Darren Sakai

Second Violins

Carolyn Graessle, principal
Diana Chan

Bernard Devlin

Jerry Mobley

Julia Nichols

Deborah Sauper
Jacqueline Sickle

Violas

Kori Olszewski, principal
AnneMarie Karnbach
Alan Newhouse

Mindy Striep

Cellos

Stephanie Gleason, principal
Innes Borstel

Kathleen Hiner

Leroy Mrozowski

Basses
Bill Hones, principal
Patricia Lafferty

Flutes

Linda Henry, principal
Christa Benner

Carrie Cooper

Piccolo
Carrie Cooper, principal

Oboes
Karen Roberts, principal
Janet Gross

Clarinets

Tony Avak, principal
David Schug
Michael Sullivan

Bassoons
Benjamin Henry, principal
Rebecca Moore

Horns

Steve Woods, principal
Stefie Bartley

Skylar Schirtzinger
Nicole Thompson

Trumpets
Leigh DePiazza, principal
Ross Thompson

Trombones
Tyler Hutchinson, principal
Greg Wallace

Tubas
Rob Benner, principal
Joe Price

Percussion
Kevin Stevens, principal
Michael Waby



COSMIC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Executive Board Directors Board Associates
Karen Roberts, President Gerry Adams Patty Lafferty
Julia Nichols, Vice President ~ Tony Avak Kaitlin Rose

Erika Mitchell, Treasurer Mary Beth Brown  Steven Woods

Phoebe Griffitts, Secretary Linda Henry
Jeannie Miller-Bologna
Joe Roberts
Mindy Striep

THANK YOU TO OUR MARQUEE AND
CONCERTO CORPORATE SPONSORS!
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR
CORPORATE SPONSORS!

Concerto Sponsors Marquee Sponsors
Corporate Support Corporate Support
Arts Council of Calvert County BHE GTE&S, LLC
Cedar Point Federal Credit Union G&H Jewelers

Joey A. Miller Foundation, Inc. ~ Greene Turtle California LLC

Lexington Park Family Dentistry Holland America Line
Maryland State Arts Council Naval Systems Inc
St. Mary's Arts Council Shore United Bank
St. Mary's County Government Spalding Consulting

Overture Sponsors
E Corporate Support ﬁ

f; P Corinthian Yacht Club f; P

Network for Good
ﬂ OSI Restaurant Partners, LLC ﬂ
SMECO
Want your organization’s logo featured on
all COSMIC media? Join the Marquee sponsorship

level or above and support COSMIC’s mission

to bring music to your community!



WE @ OUR DONORS!

Concerto Donors Individual Support

Tony Avak « Frank & Christina Allen « Kathy Glockner « Patricia Gray * Michael Judd

Julia Nichols « Mindy Striep

Sonata Donors Individual Support

Karen Abrams « Mary Baldo * Mary Beth Brown « Nancy Gould « Tami Graf

Overture Donors Individual Support

Gerry Adams

Stefanie Bartley

Sue Ann Blackwell

Innes Borstel

Amy & Brian Boswell
Kimberly Briscoe

Steven Brittin

Rich Buttigieg

Pamela & George Callen
Gene & Sally Carter

Eric & Joanna Colvin
Amanda Connelley

Sharon Cox

Gennie & Phil Cronan
Kathy Daniel

David & Helen Didion
Virginia Diehm

Ruth Grover Dixon

Amy Ertter

Monica & William Esterling
James Fenwick & Cindy Norris
Richard Findley

Eliot Margarete Girsang
John Giusti

Susie Glauner

Bonnie Green

Francis & Patricia Greenwell
Phoebe Griffitts

Janet Gross

Melanie Guy

Bridget Heidelbach
Nicole Heisey

Amy Henderson
Judith Hinds

Tom Hodges

William Hones

Sara Houde

Dorothy Howe

Peter Huebner

Eun Hwang

Jo Anne Choporis &
Mary Choporis Russell
Nimesh Khatri

John & Claudia Knowlton
Sonja Kung

Callie Kwiatkowski
Trudy & William Lawyer
Sandra Leitner
Maggie & Dong Liang
Barbara Lorton
Patricia Malatesta

Lowell Martin

George & Elizabeth Matthews

Richard & Cheryl Michi
Jeannie Miller-Bologna

Leroy Mrozowski

Kate Muchnick

Boris Naydich

Alan Newhouse

Jackie Nolan

Donald & Penelope Norris
James Osterhouse

John Pope

David and Marci Roan
Kelley Rogers

Karen & Joe Roberts
Gary Rue

Richard & Mary Russell
Polly Rustin

Bob Sheranko

Patricia Smith

Krista Spalding

Mr & Mrs. Peter Stathis
Kathy Straka
Stephanie Stevens
Robert Tribble

Mary Lou Troutman
Marcia Van Gemert
Carole Vanwie

Fred & Jackie Victor
Randi Vogt

Gina Yingling

Lin & Robert Yuan

Leonard & Karen Zuza

Support COSMIC at cosmicsymphony.org/donate



HOW TO SUPPORT

Corporate Donation Tiers Individual Donation Tiers

Overture Sponsor ($250 - $499) Overture Donor ($25 - $499)
Marquee Sponsor* ($500 - $999) Sonata Donor ($500 - $999)
Concerto Sponsor ($1000 - $4999) Concerto Donor ($1000 - $4999)
Maestro's Circle ($5000+) Maestro's Circle ($5000+)

*Marquee Sponsors and above will have their logo
included on all COSMIC media

Scan this QR code to donate via PayPal or
visit www.cosmicsymphony.org/donate

P PayPal \ 272
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Want to set up a recurring donation?
Set it and forget it with Givebutter!

Givebutter

www.givebutter.com/donatecosmic

Cash and check donations are always accepted in the
lobby at COSMIC Symphony concerts!

Anonymous donors from our concert audiences have
contributed more than $5,000 over the past year!

THANK YOU!



Legacy Giving

Legacy giving ensures you will be remembered for
your generosity and commitment to COSMIC
Symphony’s mission long after your passing. By
adding stipulations in your will for how your gift will
be used, you can rest assured that your legacy will
be preserved the way you want.

Your gift adds an additional revenue source for
COSMIC Symphony to secure fiscal stability and
builds an endowment to provide an ongoing source
of income each year in perpetuity.

If you've wondered how you can make a difference,
please consider contacting your lawyer or tax
consultant to remember COSMIC in your will.

Here are just a few ways to
begin a legacy gift:

« Create or update your will to leave a financial gift
to COSMIC

o Determine to either leave a specific dollar amount,
or a percentage of your assets to COSMIC

« Consider donating assets such as stocks, bonds,
IRAs, 401Ks

o Name COSMIC as a beneficiary of your IRA or
pension plan

o Name COSMIC as beneficiary of your insurance
policy

For more information regarding
legacy giving, contact us!

’C S ai **On legal documents, donors should list

A os|c , . .
@&\ ST COSMIC’s 501(c)(3) registered nonprofit name:
tox vt v ares. CHAMBER ORCHESTRA OF SOUTHERN
MARYLAND IN CONCERT INC.

NOTE: Legacy giving involves technical jargon and the intricacies of tax law and needs to be
discussed with your attorney and financial professionals. COSMIC Symphony will not actively
manage planned gifts, but rather offer information regarding alternatives and encourage donors
to discuss options with their estate attorney or financial advisors. COSMIC Symphony will not

give tax or legal advice and donors should consult their estate attorney and financial advisor on

all tax and legal issues. COSMIC Symphony will not be managing or monitoring any planned G0l
gifts, as it will only accept the donation as administered by an attorney, accountant, Executor, ;'ggjpafs”w
Trustee, or donor. We strongly encourage discussions with family when considering legacy

giving to benefit COSMIC Symphony. Candid.




CONNECT WITH COSMIC!

Fasy Ways to Support the Symphony:
Follow us on Facebook (COSMIC Symphony)
& Instagram (@cosmicsymphony)

Mark yourself as “GOING” to our Facebook
events when you plan to attend a concert,
and send invites to your Facebook Friends!

“Share” COSMIC social media posts to your
Feed and Stories!

Leave us a Review on Facebook!

Your feedback is ve ¢ acomoomien A

important to us! § = oo £

What do you recommend al out
cosmic Symphony?
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LOCAL TALENT - UNIVERSAL APPEAL

THE SCREEN

FEATURING LISA HARMAN

Including selections from
James Bond, Titanie,
Les Miserables,

and so much more!
Saturday May 04, 2024 @ 3:00 PM

Nancy R. & Norton T. Dodge PAC
St. Mary’s College of Maryland
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Sunday May 05, 2024 @ 3:00 PM
Patuxent High School




